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Abstract 
The use of field research should represent one of the main concerns for all researchers. In our days, the use of 
Internet became one of the most used sources for all basic research, original/primary sources being left aside having 
as result poor quality of researches and the lack of original contributions in the scientific publications. The use of 
field research should represent one of the main tools in the educational process, for researchers and for students, in 
order to give a basic ground for future researchers. Field research versus Internet: where are we going?  
The use of field research should represent one of the main concerns for all researchers. In our days, the use of 
Internet became one of the most used sources for all basic research, original/primary sources being left aside having 
as result poor quality of researches and the lack of original contributions in the scientific publications. 
As researchers we always tried to put the main accent on the original/primary sources in all our work, because 
none of the others sources can give you such an accurate and reliable information as the original sources. 
It is truth that printed books, even ones that can be accessed on the Internet are a valuable source and can be used 
in scientific work if proper quoted. There are also so many Internet sources that are not so ever reliable such as 
Wikipedia (regarding some subjects) and other sites. They can give you an amount of information, but you have to 
take it with scepticism and discernment because they contain often mistakes and do not have a solid background, 
they do not rely on original/primary sources. 
The original/primary sources reveal inedited facts that only by making a thorough field research you can get.  
Depending on the domain of the research, you can study archives documents, diplomatic documents, historical 
inscriptions or you can apply interviews, questionnaires, polls, focus groups, field measurements and so on. It is 
truth that some of them may be already published, but it is very important to make your own investigations because 
some of the factors such as the time in which the research is done or the interpretations of the documents may vary 
and so they can have an important influence on the outcome of the research. 
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For instance, a volume of documents might be published and can contain a series of diplomatic or archives 
documents without any interpretation. In this case the volume might be considered, as a primary source even though 
the selected documents are not of high interest for your own research. 
The field research it is not important only because gives you the most important informational source and many 
times the most accurate one, but it is important also because allows the author to introduce in the scientific circuit 
new documents that have never been published before and that gives to interested researchers original and priceless 
information on a subject. 
In the case of diplomatic documents, for instance, scholars from interested domains can observe, among all the 
above, how were redacted diplomatic telegrams that can be in code or in the clear, a diplomatic report or letters and 
other Personalia documents. They can also observe different addressing and closing formulas that were used in the 
diplomatic dialogue in different times and places. 
When we talk about the field of sociology for example, it is very important to do a field research for a scientific 
paper, Ph.D. thesis or any other scientific work, even if we can find many statistics or theories on the Internet. 
Although this statistics are accurate and they present us the reality, the time frame it is very important in this domain 
because all the data become overpassed in very short notice. The paper we are working to has to have fresh data 
collected in a field research very close to the moment we are about to release that paper or else the conclusions will 
not be accurate for the present, but for the past. 
In our experience, using the original/primary sources has never failed, all works published after a thorough 
research have became an important instrument for further works like Ph. D thesis, articles or books. 
There are indeed some fields that field research does not apply very much, fields such law or foreign languages 
that you can study from woks and existing bibliography and do not have to do much of primary research.  
The others fields such history, international relations, diplomacy, engineering, chemistry, physics, sociology, 
earth sciences, educational sciences and so on must rely on basic research, only in this manner it is possible the 
progress and finding out the truth about many unknown issues or only so you can learn from mistakes made in the 
past. 
When we talk about history, for example, what would have happened if we be in the phase of reading only the 
ancient classics, Romans or Greeks, without going further and find more information with present tools and means, 
means that provide you with the advantage that our forefathers didn’t have and that can lead you to deep more for 
secrets and actions that could not be understood at that time. 
There are many events that could not be very well understood at the time being because nobody took the time to 
explain them properly; they only resumed at telling what happened without adding any valuable comment. For 
example why did Napoleon the 3rdfinished the war against the Hapsburgs in 1859 by encountering Franz Joseph in 
Villafranca before completing his part of the deal with the Italian counterpart in Plombières where he had promised 
the conquest of Venice for the Italians? The answer to this question, one of which the Italian writers didn’t find 
appropriate to answer at that time being very subjective to the matter and being to occupied to denigrate the emperor 
for his choice accusing him of betrayal, it is given to us by a manuscript discovered in a research in the archives, a 
manuscript written by a V. d’Équevilley and that represents a history lesson and an explanations on the actions and 
facts that happened in the Franco-Austrian-Italian war. Even if he is French and might be normal to have a dose of 
subjectivism, he explains all very thorough and let us know that further actions in continuing the war by the emperor 
Napoleon would have very negative repercussions upon France that would have had to face a bigger war because 
other European powers like Prussia were about to intervene. He ends his expose by telling to the Italians that they 
should be content with the outcome because they have progressed from the “geographical expression” that Italy was 
considered by Prince Metternich in Wien in 1815 into a reign called Italy and that they should show the entire world 
what they have showed on the battle field: that they are capable to regenerate their country.  
For diplomacy and international relations, there are also many examples that can demonstrate the use of research 
in understanding of actions, decisions and policy making. How can we understand the cold war without see the 
documents from that period, how can the fall of communism in Easter Europe could be understood without a 
thorough research, how can we understand Perestroika and Gorbachev decisions on the USSR policy and so on. The 
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answer for all these questions is only one: only by studying the diplomatic documents that shows us the reality,  
gives us the possibility to comment them without any party-pries.  
How can I find what was the opinion of the Romanian (Moldavia and Wallachia at that time) government about 
Italy’s transformation into a reign if not by seeing the diplomatic documents. The answer given by the two Foreign 
Affair Ministers in March 1861 to the Italian government sounded like this: “we are glad to see the accomplishments 
of a nation with which Romania founds itself more and more proud to have a community in the origins and a 
reciprocity of sympathies and it is constantly near it in hart and thoughts for every success that accomplishes”. 
One of the most important questions in the contemporary Romanian history remains was the 1989 revolution: 
really a revolution or it was a coup? The answer to this question lies in the documents that were issued in the last 
months of the year 1989. Only by studying them with discernment we can find out the true answer to this question. 
We can read all the books that have been written on this subject after December 1989 and it is not enough to find 
what really happened because they all might have a dose of subjectivism regarding the event.   
When we talk about the documents (and these are only a little part that we have access to at this moment) that 
should be studied when we speak about the Romanian Revolution from 1989 we can enumerate the following: 
• Romanian Democratic Front Proclamation of 21 December 1989, Timisoara; 
• Final Resolution Popular Assembly from Timisoara on the establishment of true democracy and freedom, 
December 22, 1989, Timisoara; 
• Communiqué of the country Front the National Salvation Front Council of 22 December 1989, Bucharest. 
These documents we consider essential in understanding the causes, the objectives, the means and the will of 
revolutionaries who rose up against the regime in December 1989. 
Another group of documents consists of the Executive Political Committee meetings stenographs, of 
teleconferences of the regime leader with the first county secretaries from the period of 17-21 December and 
Nicolae Ceausescu's speech from television and the meeting of December 21, 1989. The analysis of those 
documents allows finding that the leaders of the Communist Party and supreme bodies of state were in a jam that 
could not be overcome even in the conditions if where turned to a huge political manipulation (threat of country 
aggression) and especially the force of repression structures. 
Directly related to these documents that reflect the mood and behavior of the political factor are documents 
issued by the state specialized structures on security, the Militia (Police), Defense and Patriot Guard. They are 
constituted of provisions, decisions of Board Councils, orders of ministers and military officers at various 
hierarchical levels, sending secret indicatives, informative notes and reports about the situation and implementation 
of the decisions taken by the dictator, his wife and Prime Minister. 
Although they are not the objective of our analysis of these results a foregone conclusion: the security and 
defense forces were surprised by the strong reaction of revolutionaries in Timisoara (16-20 December 1989) and 
Bucharest (December 21 to 22, 1989), and subsequently the methods of action of the “terrorists” who, after 
December 22, acted for re-imposing the old regime authority 
A final group of documents relevant to the complex interpretation of the revolutionary aspirations is represented 
by the Romanian diplomatic corps accredited in different countries, send at the Central of Foreign Ministry in 
Bucharest, declarations of Western politicians and diplomats and from former communist bloc countries, broadcasts 
of Radio Free Europe, BBC and the National Televisions from European Community countries and the former 
USSR. 
After execution of Ceausescu, among documents of interest to carry out the revolutionary events are imposed: 
• Decree-Law no. 2 of 27 December 1989 on the establishment, organization and functioning of NSFC and 
territorial councils of NSF; 
• Decree-Law no. 8 of 31 December 1989 concerning the registration and operation of political parties and 
public organizations in Romania; 
• Decree-Law no. 10 of 31 December 1989 on the establishment, organization and functioning of the 
Romanian Government; 
• Decree-Law no. 81 of 9 February 1989 on the Provisional Council of National Unity; 
• Decree-Law no. 82 of 13 February 1990 which brought some changes of CPUN; 
• Decree-Law no. 92 of 14 March 1990 on parliamentary elections and the President of Romania; 
• On November 21, 1991the Constituent Assembly adopted the final text of the new Constitution; 
• December 8, 1991approvedby referendum. 
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These kind of examples are many in history, diplomacy and international relations and they show us that only by 
doing a very accurate research we can discover the truth. 
When we talk about sociology, for example, even if we can find many published works such as statistics or 
theories we need to have fresh data collected in a field research very close to the moment we are about to do a work 
that is to be published or else the conclusions will not be accurate for the present, but for the past. 
For backing up this theory, we choose to give the example of the Romanian emigrants in Spain and to compare 
two-field research made in two time frames, one in 2008 and one in 2012. The results published in 2008 are very 
accurate and good if you want to do a work in 2008 and maybe at the beginning of 2009. If you want to write about 
Romanian emigrants in Spain in 2012 you have to do your own research or you will not have a very accurate result 
using the research made in 2008 because of the fast changes that the Spanish society and the Romanian emigrants 
living in it are going though.   
For example, in 2008 the number of the Romanian emigrants living in Spain was of 718.844 and in 2012 was 
903.964. So, from the beginning we can observe that we need the latest data to do an accurate work in 2012.   
 
Table 1. The number of Romanian Emigrants living in Spain according to the Spanish Permanent Observatory of Emigrants (2000-2012) 
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Because the Spanish society is in a continuous movement we can see that the number of unemployed 
Romanian emigrants is bigger in 2012 than in 2008 and that is because the global economic crisis that hit the 
Europe, but especially Spain.  
So, if in 2008 we had a 12.6% of unemployed Romanians in Spain, in 2011 we have 30.0%. that shows us the 
evolution of the Romanian emigrants on the Spanish labor market during the economical crisis. 
 
Table 2. The evolution of the Romanian emigrants on the Spanish labor market aged between16 and 64 years (2008 and 2011) 
 
 
 
     Year   
                 Status 
2008 2011 
              Employed 71.2% 54.3% 
             Unemployed 12.6% 30.0% 
               Inactive 16.2% 15.7% 
 
 
 
In comparing the level of pride of the Romanian immigrants from Spain in relation to the Romanian citizenship 
we can see the difference between the research form 2008 and the one conducted in 2012. 
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Table 3. Comparison between the level of pride of Romanian immigrants in Spain 2008- 2012 
 
Answers 
Research  
Madrid, July-August 2012 
Research 
Spain, May2008 
Very proud 43.9% 39% 
Proud 33.6% 29% 
Kind of proud  13.3% 15% 
Not too proud 8.6% 15% 
NS/NR 0.5% 2% 
TOTAL 100% 100% 
 
Making a comparison with the results obtained in 2008 in the research "a Romanian Community in Spain. Social 
conditions, values, expectations" we noted differences in the attitudes of Romanian immigrants in Spain. In our field 
research, from 2012, with 9,5% more Romanians said they were "very proud" and "proud" and 8,1% fewer 
Romanian respondents said they are "kind of proud" and "not too proud". 
Measuring to a scale from 1 to 10, we notice approximately one point increase in the feeling of pride of 
Romanian immigrants surveyed in our research. 
Our interpretation related to this issue was that, such an increase of the pride feeling to the country of origin is 
due to the financial crisis so deeply felt in Spain. 
In conclusion, the use of scientific research in educational process is very important in preparing students for 
writing their articles, Ph. D thesis and their further works to be published like books and so on. 
In our classes we make this kind of presentation of primary research to co-interest students in such actions and 
we also have special courses for such field research for our students in the curricula. This way they will get used 
with this kind of research and they will use it when they will start to work on an article or Ph. D thesis, even on a 
dissertation.  
So, we can say that the field research is more important than the Internet research because is more accurate, more 
up to date and it is more useful for the author in writing his work relaying on original sources and not some writings 
published on the Internet that gives you no guarantee that it is accurate or well documented.    
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